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Rayalaseema was based on the ideals of self-sufficiency,
mutual help and co-operation. The Ayagar system is an
example to prove this point. This economic set-up of the
village continued undisturbed even though there were many
dynastic changes and'the ravages of the time. In this
economic set up Reddies, Kammas and Poleyas or
Panchamas were the main castes engaged in agricultural
production. Reddies were the tillers as weill as managers
of land and as such formed the back-bone of the agrarian
economy in Rayalaseema; The Panchamas constituted the
bulk of agricultural labourers. They were looked down and
were treated as untouchables. They were often attached to
the soil. There were hired labourers in the villages. Further
the caste system with its rigid traditions and customs
contributed to the degeneration of social conditions in the
villages.
There was a good progress in the field of industries
both in rural and urban centres. The handtoom weaving,
iron and steel works, carpentry or wood work, oil production,
jaggery and sugar industries which received patronage from
the rulers and public, These cottage industries made many
villages self sufficient. They were organized in caste basis
or as Kulavrittis. These castes of artisans formed Wo golds.
The guilds maintained the standards in the production and
provided training to the young artisans. The guids also acted
as banks to provide toans and to deposite money. They
also took up the community welfare activities wuch as
building the temples to the caste deities and Kalyana